
European EV market reaches new

high in May as nearly one in four

new cars go electric

European battery electric vehicle registrations hit a 23.6% market share in May 2026 across 
17 key markets tracked, meaning nearly 1 in 4 cars sold across the continent were fully 
electric. 212,387 electric cars were registered, up 34.4% year-on-year. Year-to-date, these 
markets have now registered 962,010 BEVs, up 31.8% in 2025. Strong consumer demand 
is also evident in the growing order books of several European carmakers. 

Key points:

• May’s 23.6% BEV market share hit a new high point for Europe in 2026, with growth

accelerating across almost all key markets.

• 7 out of the top 10 BEVs sold across the continent in 2026 are from European brands.

 



• France hit a 29.5% BEV market share in May as it doubled down on electrification to

address its energy insecurity and oil dependence – Europe’s strongest performing large

market.

• Italy remains Europe’s fastest growing market on the back of new subsidies, with

registrations up over 100% year-to-date, and 13,276 BEVs sold in May reaching an 8.8%

market share. 

• German registrations hit 25% in May, with 59,969 BEV registrations reflecting a

stabilization of market share compared with April – but still 41% year-to-date growth.

• The Nordics and Benelux countries maintained their high market share. Denmark reached

78.7%, Finland 49.6%, Sweden 41.2%, Netherlands 41.3%, and Belgium 36.8%. 

• Spain, Poland, Romania, and Slovakia have all recorded sustained 2026 year-to-date

growth rates of over 28%, but market shares remain at or below 10%

Chris Heron, Secretary General of E-Mobility Europe, said: 

“Electric vehicles are one of Europe's biggest growth stories in 2026. Nearly one in four new

cars sold in May were fully electric. Consumers and governments alike are responding to

Europe's energy security challenge, with every new electric car sold cutting fuel costs and

permanently reducing oil imports. It is particularly encouraging to see European

manufacturers benefiting from this growing demand.”.
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About this bulletin
This bulletin is a monthly collaborative publication by New AutoMotive, an independent transport

research organisation, and E-Mobility Europe, the trade association representing the European e-

mobility ecosystem. Our mission is to provide policy-makers, industry stakeholders, and the public with a

neutral, evidence-based perspective on the decarbonisation of the European transport sector.

Data scope & methodology

The analysis specifically tracks new passenger car registrations across 17 key European markets:

Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands,

Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. These markets represent

approximately 90% of the combined EU and EFTA market. We focus on these regions because they

offer the granular, timely, and publicly accessible data required for high-frequency market monitoring.

The data is sourced from the European Alternative Fuels Observatory and supplied by FIER Automotive

in addition to national sources such as transport ministries or industry bodies.

Contact

We welcome feedback and engagement from our readers. If you have questions regarding the
underlying data, our methodology, or if you require bespoke data analysis tailored to specific regions or
vehicle segments, please reach out to our research team. Email: data@newautomotive.org

BEV Market Share & Sales Growth by Country

Country Registrations Market Share YTD Registrations YTD Market Share
Registrations YTD

Growth

1. Italy 13,276 8.8% 64,575 6.1% 100.8%

2. France 37,853 29.5% 187,001 27.6% 54.6%

3. Ireland 2,334 29.0% 19,152 23.0% 54.5%

4. Romania 839 7.5% 4,067 8.4% 44.7%

5. Germany 59,969 25.0% 283,331 23.9% 41.5%

6. Denmark 15,020 78.7% 63,656 79.8% 41.4%

7. Finland 3,309 49.6% 14,156 47.9% 38.3%

8. Spain 12,102 10.8% 51,978 9.0% 33.9%

9. Poland 2,015 4.1% 13,507 5.5% 28.9%

10. Portugal 7,071 28.2% 25,794 25.2% 26.4%

11. Czechia 1,346 6.6% 6,458 6.3% 16.3%

12. Switzerland 5,097 25.8% 21,119 23.1% 14.8%

13. Luxembourg 1,261 32.0% 6,175 28.9% 9.9%

14. Belgium 12,604 36.8% 66,059 35.4% 2.9%

15. Norway 15,210 97.8% 52,779 98.0% -0.3%

16. Sweden 10,718 41.2% 36,272 41.4% -6.9%

17. Netherlands 12,363 41.3% 44,472 30.0% -9.4%
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